Message from H E Mor Osthatheos Issac, Metropolitan of Mylapore Diocese

SHBOMINGB (e,

MADIOS Hal@IMIIB0 HAVMBN (WIIBNIGIEIMS WIBHHINIIQ MVIOIIM] aISsSlaReS
@REIDION @D DHSAUSQIOS MRINARIWY (IAUBOMEBRUEEH IR (eI B’
a)0M Gal@l@d D-MIMY SRIQAR alIO@TIOBERMM 2Ol  (Hl6BBEBINHSIOY
MUBADIH B BHQYo HOBUO DD RaND6)a|SIOTRBHQYo 6.aIQRIM. al@lUREL MVEWIEN0
MVAPOOMIMIe AUSHE @OMYWaOI®DIX (A IAUBOTIOMM 0D DSAIGHQRES Qlrl
al@Bl(UPRA@IEMEBEJ @RPoRo BYAIEERMM  DEIGERINIES MM HRIQA. DSAUBQLOS
@ROA B0 BVMNBHARAIY  (IQUIBDMEBRUE  @Bl@OSIOIRAUIM, @LOITVA®o
2LMEBREIORIOTRAUIM OO MEM) OLIQA  @UINHEAIV] eSS M)  @IMER
(10B@AlB6RM].

“MMO2IQ  QUIMIo BR5IDD B96Ma]IMIe AOEONBID. EDDUS WINDBILIGE)D OB
(IMVIEERM@ “ (ag)EUOA@  13:16).00BQIMIGMNOMI@ @RWlHClmao]  mlan
OIS  (MVERWH)o VIO Mo ma 6.21QRMIIMYo DITYSQI
((QUBODTB63NIIMNIo MEMOS EDSUBDHE) @I Mo MIWI4SINE. ag)MI@E BB Qlleuy
19608 (I@NIEI MVINLIRIOMIT  HOBAUILIVOITE MANOEHIBYALL] B3SIUIGM
@REIWMAI @B MENINUIIEEMUIBMI (A IUBDMEBRUB MS@TRAUIGMI MVILSleeTg).
af)MI@B DD BILICRISOIMMIMVIMAI] DRIGERIEMI S MIW(Ro DIBEUM MM




ORIQAB  alI0OMIOBNEMIIUE B0 @PWEBRUBEE] e HEBUIRIVOBTIOL!  (aIWIMEe]S
aileeesud @AM ©OBMLEIM  (AIUBDM  BIE(EERUB  AMQEIIEIE6QIIM0
@POUEITD  HYIQIM  VAB6Mo  EOBMUIRIVOIBIME  OENBIBFAUIMIe  AVIUIIBEN0
af)M@I @3 Moo alg).

DSAUS QAUSO®  DICYHIEDIW  GlIANDI@  BEINVMEBIM  @RMIWNEBEDID
(QUBOD] )3 QIEOM]. EDSOUSH QYOS SHSOQ 1@l (UoR6BRUB 6 I6N3J0
MaNIWMVaNGEEMEBRUE OEIMNEle  algsglanes  mIdaademe (BN @I @D
3ROV SHElE6UIM MEMIHE MIWlaf). MWSAUSORQ @RHTRIBMOMERINS, RSO
MG EMBOMIONS  BMDAMIo M@ 6NIa0}.  Qile0@]  @EUMII@E  @R(ENIdAN0
B(YGl 1RO (IBMYo MMIBWINS BIBBENRAM.

DSAUS@eAI RIEIRIN @RNEBRSIe af).ql GReILIXIGE @20l £.21QRMMAIEIEM. O
alfl®le @=0el@AI®] NIMLe Q]S MISIETB ‘AUBHS) (0o BaNo’ ERSDIB>QIEM). BBIQIIUY
2000006 2RIMBS (A IGITVMWIGHUB @301 MuNJalmeanglad @ldled: aiam ¢=oel
£21QOAIIMSS @RANVEMIJ OR5|ee]s Qi@ MNAIRIEERSI ~BAIBEE0 OENMRIGHOS
a)0M} (10B@AlH60M}.

GRNSOMIONR RO} ERINOMIOMEIERe DD ISSIQIAIWIBS 6NIMDo  BRSIMTB
PEMICWINS  @MIBMMIT OGINE]  GalddQIIMIe  HSQAUMBHQROS  @REUSMULO
mleirldomyaiomie M MY OLIGR MVaNIWEHEAIB®EST af)MIUBMIlEe3M]. D@IM)
BMN@YD]o OBISISNM af)EJOUONQIo (RILIEMNE@®RIe (B B0 (1B} Qo
6.21QRM.

@PMY(NalE66)o]s BlAIMIAIW EEHIEGEAI® Qil.qI16NId 6)al@IMILB BlMo HTVT@Erud
1407 alZOOIOSRMM  DOSAUS@ROS MIMY ORIQAIM  ag)PQllwAIR  @RUBMIE:SBo
(10B@NM BB BMNBAMY O B:06NE MIB@TRIM].

06BN @RMY(NaOlBO)S ......
£af)TVE> BMI@ITCTHIGIM) 6)A(@ICIE] @D

2021 ©Mai®oeeni@ 8 (QiluoyEL ©6BAUAIMINIH MY LMMEIEMIUD)




Message from K J John Cor Episcopa, Mylapore Diocese Secretary

To,

The Vicar,
St. Gregorios JSO Church, Perumbakkam

It gives me great pleasure to know that the Syrian Jacobite Church in Perumbakkam is
bringing out a newsletter. | congratulate the Vicar for his prayerful dedication and the
committee members for their tireless efforts in the development of the church. On the charity
side, they have built a house in Kerala, and donated for a family affected by flood. Now they
are completing the parsonage. They have achieved all these by the Grace of Almighty and by
the prayers of the Patron Saint Mar Gregorios.

Let the Almighty God bless you all.

Very Rev. K J John Corepiscopa




Message from our Vicar, Fr. Basil Abraham
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EDITORIAL MESSAGE

“It is little keys that open up big doors.” — Lamine Pearlheart

St. Gregorios Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Perumbakkam, named after the Great Saint of
Malankara — Chathuruthil Geevaghese Mor Gregorios is situated in the southern suburb of Chennai
and is a source of spiritual blessing to all. There have been several testimonies of divine intervention
in people’s life after their tearful prayers offered in the church. Though small in number the
parishioners treat themselves as a family and the unity and bonding within our congregation is
instrumental in the progress of our church.

Though covid-19 has confined us to our homes, there was no dearth of activities in
Perumbakkam church. During the past one year, the church had done a great deal with the blessings
of God Almighty including a charity house project, various other charity activities, spiritual and
motivational sessions etc., to name a few. These hard times taught us many things — to be close to
God, to shed our ego and remain humble, to care for our fellow beings and to live happily with
whatever we have.

As the parish is about to commemorate the annual feast of our patron saint and the tenth
anniversary of inception of our congregation, this digital newsletter — ‘The Gregorian Acta’ is an icing
on the cake for Perumbakkam church. The newsletter name was selected from among 75 entries.
This newsletter is intended to spread the Gospel along with our church activities and also to bring
forth the hidden talents of our members. The digital format offers much geographical reach and
hence we would be able to connect with our alumni members who are residing in various parts of the
world.

‘Nothing happens without God’s permission’. The presence and guidance of our God Almighty
was felt throughout all stages of this newsletter. We believe that His Grace and blessings enabled us
to complete the newsletter on time.

The blessings, consent and encouragement of our Diocesan Metropolitan, H. E. Mor
Osthatheos Issac was pivotal in bringing the newsletter into reality. Our Vicar, Fr. Basil Abraham stood
by us and supported us throughout this endeavor. We are blessed with a talented and dedicated set of
editors, designers and writers, whose hard work and commitment made sure that the newsletter
would be published on the intended date. The eminent advisory board members supported us with
their valuable suggestions. The members of our parish encouraged and inspired us wholeheartedly for
this undertaking. I, on behalf of the newsletter team would like to thank each and everyone of our well-
wishers who contributed small or big in this venture.

We proudly present before you, the first edition of the official newsletter of St. Gregorios
Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church, Perumbakkam - ‘The Gregorian Acta’. Hope you will enjoy reading
this e-journal. Kindly send us your valuable feedbacks as we constantly strive for improvement.

Happy Reading!!!!
Wishing you all good health and happiness...

Rebu Zachariah Thomas
Editor-in-Chief




CHURCH ARTICLES

CHRONICLES OF PERUMBAKKAM CHURCH HISTORY

= By T U Peter

Introduction

A place of worship was a long-cherished dream
and prayer of Jacobite Christians staying in
and around South Chennai, a region blessed by
the footsteps of St. Thomas. The search for a
place of worship got fillip after the formation
Mylapore Diocese under the spiritual
leadership of H.G. Issac Mor Osthatheos.
YMCA, Perungudi was spotted by H.G. and
after a series of discussions with the
authorities of YMCA, they granted us
permission to conduct service for two hours on
Sundays in their indoor shuttle badminton
court on a weekly rental basis.

The inaugural Holy Mass was celebrated on
27" November 2011 by H.G. Issac Mor
Osthatheos. The Kalpana of our Shreshta Bava
was read out during the Service christening the
church in the name St.Gregorios, the great
saint of Malankara and a loyal and faithful son
of the holy Throne of Antioch.

Registration of Society

On Sundays, the badminton court was
converted to a makeshift Altar to conduct Holy
Qurbana and it was
a very tedious task.
Since we were given
permission to
conduct the services
on Sundays, we had
to look for other
options to conduct
services on special
occasions like
Christmas, passion
week etc. While continuing the service at
YMCA, the focus was to have the Church in our
own land and with this idea, the congregation
formed a society in the name of “ST.
GREGORIOS JACOBITE SYRIAN SOCIETY,

CHENNAI” which got registered under TN
Societies Act with registration No. 207/2013.
Since the cost of land was exorbitantly high
and the Church did not have enough money, it
was decided to purchase the land on sharing
basis along with three members of Church so
that these members could construct their flats
along with the Church. Thus, three of our
members viz. Dr. Lina Uthup, Mr. Ranjit Paul,
and Mr. George Ittycheria came forward to help
the Church without which it would not have
been possible to construct the Church.

Purchase of Land & Construction of Church

A piece of land measuring 4040 sq.ft. was
identified at Perumbakkam where the Church is
situated now. It was purchased at an overall
cost of about 1.6 Crore where the share of the
Church was about 60 lakhs with 35% of
undivided share in the land. The foundation
stone for the church was laid on 20th June
2015. The construction began on 6th August
2015 and got completed by October 2016
costing about 70 lakhs for the Church. The
consecration and dedication service were
conducted by H.E. Mor Osthatheos Issac on
30th October 2016.We were blessed with the
spiritual services of Rev. Fr. Johns Koshy, Rev.
Fr. Sibi Paul Kayanadu, Rev. Fr. Gheevarghese
Kavalayil, Rev. Fr. Mathews Panachikkel and
Rev. Fr. Eldhose Thuruthel who served as
Vicars of our church. Rev. Fr. Dr. Bennett
Kuriakose had celebrated the Holy Mass on
many occasions in the absence of regular
vicars. Currently. Rev Fr. Basil Abraham is
serving as the Vicar.

With the abundant blessings of God Almighty

through the intercession prayers of Mor
Gregorios, we have been experiencing the
divine blessings since the inception of our
congregation.




CHURCH ACTIVITIES DURING THE COVID TIMES

Our Church is blessed with all spiritual
organizations allowed by the Jacobite Syrian
Orthodox Church—- Vanitha Samajam, Youth
Association, Sunday School, Elder's Forum,
Gregorian Charity Foundation, Family Prayer
Fellowship and Student Movement. All of them
have actively contributed during the COVID-19
pandemic times. The main events/ activities
conducted by our Church during the Covid times
are listed as follows:

1. ‘Snehasadanam’ — A home for the homeless
in Anaviratty, Idukki, Kerala

2. ‘Snehasparsham’ - Distribution of Covid relief
food kits, Motivational and Inspirational talk
for Parish members, ...

3. Supporting New Hope & New Life Orphanage
and Shanti Bhavan

inmates one day expense by Church
and Vanitha Samajam members

Online Family Prayer Fellowships
conducted twice every month.

. Virtual Christmas Carol & Christmas

Eve

Mindful Parenting- A class organized
by Sunday school

Online drawing, painting and song
competitions for Parish members and
kids

Periodic online meetings of all
spiritual organizations

Diocese Pre-Marital course initiated
by our youth association

i -r!____!.- — e
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SABHA ARTICLES

Holy Cross: A symbol of Mysteries - sy ribu cherian

We are celebrating the Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross (or Triumph of the Cross) on 14"
September every year. This feast reminds us of the power of Holy cross from the merit of our
Lord death on it and His resurrection. Our Lord, Jesus Christ redeemed the world by the Holy
Cross. St. Peter clearly teach us about this as, “The God of our fathers raised Jesus from deaa
-- whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his own right hand as
Prince and Saviour that He might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins” (Acts 5:30
-37). Our Saviour Jesus Christ came to Earth, and He sacrificed Himself on Calvary's cross
and saved the World. Holy cross is the only recognition of the right to salvation.

We worship His cross because it touched the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, and His pure and
precious blood was shed on it. From the view of St. Issac of Syria “the cross is the door to
mysteries. Through this door the intellect makes entrance into the knowledge of heavenly
mysteries. The knowledge of the cross is concealed in the sufferings of the cross. And the
more our participation in its sufferings, the greater the perception we gain through the cross”.
St. Paul also advised us to the letters to Corinthians that “For the message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing; but to us who are being saved it is the power of God."
(1 Corinthians. 1:18). So let us give all our daily sufferings to the bottom of Holy cross without
any complaints and try to make entry into the knowledge of heavenly mysteries
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BIBLICAL & MOTIVATIONAL
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Gratitude —The Impeccable Human Trait sy neethu ribu

Down the centuries, the virtue of gratitude is being
given a primary focus in religions and philosophical
theories. The definition of gratitude from the
psychological, social, and religious context
considers it as a positive emotion generated after
being the beneficiary of some sort of gift or the
social emotion directed towards benefactor as well
as towards the higher power. According to the
Greek philosopher Cicero “Gratitude is not only the
greatest of the virtues, but the parent of all of the
others” and according to Buddha “A noble person is
mindful and thankful of the favors he receives from
others”. The importance of gratitude has been a
fundamental focus of religions including
Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism, and Islam where
the practice of this virtue is an integral step on the
path to a good life. The Biblical Psalms (e.g.,
Psalms 121-130) focus on the expression of
gratitude towards God, and during the Holy
Eucharist, we thank God almighty for his
incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection. In Islam, a
representative saying is “the first who will be
summoned to paradise are those who have praised
God in every circumstance”.

According to Adam Smith, the Scottish philosopher
and economist, gratitude is essential for society,
motivating reciprocation of aid when no other legal
or economic incentive encouraged its repayment.
This human emotion is also responsible for
building and sustaining social bonds in the human
society and initiates prosocial responses such as
helping,  sharing, volunteering etc. among

individuals. Robert Emmons, Professor of
psychology, University of California, explains that

there are two stages of gratitude starting from the
realization of the goodness in one’s life and then
recognizing that the some of the sources of
goodness lies beyond the self.

In today’'s world, as Christians we are facing a
fragile culture without faith resulting in the
pathology of individualism and ingratitude. We as
human beings try to confine ourselves in isolation
with the creator God and with other individuals.
This results in an unwillingness to recognize the
world we live in and will not feel the profound
gratefulness for the privileges or gifts we enjoy in
day-to-day life. The story of 10 lepers being healed
is found only in St. Luke’s Gospel (St. Luke 17:12-19)
and this unique account alerts us about the
ingratitude of the nine lepers. The tenth leper who
is a Samaritan only returned to praise God and
thank Jesus Christ. The rhetorical question Jesus
asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the
other nine?’ still echoes in this present world, in
our relationship with the God Trinity and other
individuals. Shakespeare quoted on ingratitude as
“Blow, blow, thou winter wind, thou are not so
unkind, as man's ingratitude” and from the view of
St. Ignatius of Loyola “Ingratitude is the most
abominable of sins”. In our daily life let us practice
gratitude to build and strengthen our social bonds,
to help other individuals reaching and facing their
goals and challenges and thus improving our
coping skills for life’s hardships.




Who We Are - God Fearing or
God Loving? sy Nisha Thomas

There are only two emotions: Love and Fear. When
you love, all fear disappears. And when you are
afraid, all love disappears. God is one of the
essential elements in every body’s life. Among the
people who believe in God, we can have two
different sets of devotees. One set of them, can be
called God-loving while the other set is God fearing.
Though the term seems similar, they have distinct
differences in how they practice spirituality and the
extent to which they are bound to God.

Let’s have a glimpse of few distinct traits of these
two common categories from an uncommon angle.
God Loving People

1. They love God unconditionally without
any preset defined goals to fulfil.

2. They serve in the society not for publicity,
but rather, for seeking personal pleasure
of satisfaction.

3. They do not judge peoples based on
religious, moral or ethical standards.

4. They are reluctant to picturize their
social activities overtly. After all a good
foundation only holds great imminent
towers, but their external appearance
always remains hidden.

6.They strive to do right things on right time in a
right way for a right person.

7.They are commonly rule breakers who cannot be
fenced with social or religious taboos.

8.They believe, God wants unconditional love
between human being not unconditional human
allocations fragmenting us apart.

God -Fearing peoples

Fear is a term created by our forefathers just to
understand a thin line between right and wrong
human practices which differentiates us into
human beings and animals.

A child has both the love and fear version with their
parent, the same thought exists between God and
us, Then why we fail to promote God loving aspect
and cherish being called as God fearing.
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Let's check out some features of God fearing
people which could be inside or around us.

The newest technological trend in wats app. Share
this Prayer with 10 people, do not break the chain
otherwise God will punish you. Peoples share these
messages with the fear of consequences which
could come if we do not follow the guidelines
mentioned in message.

If God had really any connection with these
messages, then what was the life before these
information period where we didn't had any
gadgets to share such texts pushing us to fear God
for no any particular reason.

The act of terrorism, Vviolence, religious
discriminations are all done in the name of God
saying it will make God happy.

If they face any difficulties in life, they immediately
connect that with some religious scenarios like last
Sunday | didn’t went church so only my kid failed
the exam, she never comes to Church that's why
she is suffering like this etc

They show off publicly for all the good deeds they
do to people and society. The Bible says, do things
secretly that your right hand will also not know
what left hand did.

We disrespect our parents, fight with our spouse
with siblings, kill each other and much more. Then
with such acts which emotions are we trying to
perceive— fear or love element towards God.

Thus, to summarize, fear and love cannot go
parallel when it comes to dictionary. But in context
to God, you can be both God fearing and God loving.
The inner conscience which forbids us to indulge in
wrongful practices, makes us God fearing, when we
successfully and
consistently refrain
ourselves from such
acts, that's when we
become God-loving.
This fear of God keeps
us away from activities
which God do not love.

Fearing

Loving




GENERAL ARTICLES

Crisis of Identities - By Manu K Poulose

“Who am 1?” The identity of self is probably the most
challenging riddle an individual faces in their life. Each
decision and choice we make, conflicting emotions, and
fears we face; all can be pointed to this underlying lack
of clarity. The depth of the riddle, calls for a quest,
famously undertaken by ascetics, saints, and eminent
minds that opened gates of knowledge and guidance for
us. But our generation feels lost. Lost in the quest to be
many things: parent, child, employee, boss, neighbor,
friend, mentor, mentee, faithful, skeptical.. amidst
multiple roles and philosophies, but essentially lost.
These are struggles, previous generations seldom dealt
with. And we struggle to find meaning in who you are
and what you need, amidst multiple identities and the
abundance of blessings we carry around. A deep
confusion that often materializes as depression, rage,
substance abuse, and whatnot. But all that wanders is
not really lost, is it?

We Indians often face this dilemma in a higher
magnitude, torn between an eastern upbringing that
values collective identity of village and family conflicting
and an individualistic identity imposed on us by
education and work culture governed by western ideals.
This conflict is regularly featured in political discourses
and movies. And add unhealthy stresses in our day to
day lives; a probable reason why we smile lot less than
we used to.

These conflicts manifest themselves in less productive
versions of ourselves in the workplace, foolhardy
investments, and friendship choices. The quarter-life
crises and mid-life crises are both essentially” being lost
between identities. At this juncture, most of us will be
wondering “Have | been lost?” If so, ask yourself the
question once more and come up with your best
possible answer. Then imagine asking the same
question to a kid being brought up in good faith
(something all of us were). If the answers are any
different, probably there lies the cause of all distress and
irritabilities in our lives.

It is Ok to have multiple identities, but you ought to
cherish them and not be torn. Eve faced such a crisis
having to choose between an Eve, who is loyal to God vs
an Eve, who relies on her intelligence. Jesus faced such
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a crisis in Gethsemane and so did St. Joseph due to St.
Mary. We are not called to run away from our identities,
but to continually seek all of them out and daily
challenge ourselves in managing them. To be many
things at once, happily. The only way to achieve this
balance is by prioritizing our identities. We are not just
one thing; we all are many things and many more to be.
But the puzzle here is to know, to what extent? Most
puzzles are easily solved once the first key is known.
And in our cases, it is always known. Right? The answer
the kid gave, an answer we all gave as kids, in Sunday
Schools and Vacation Bible classes.

With the first priority set, the rest of the puzzle is simple.
Merely choose the identities at the right times to best
match the original identity. If God made us and put us on
earth, it is definitely for a reason, a reason we are to
search for and fulfill. He put us on this earth to live, not
run away, to cherish the fruits of Eden. To choose the
career paths, social networks, neighborhoods, political
inclination, financial choices all to together fit into his
larger plan, while living our life to the fullest. So, it's our
duty to keep asking what we are, before each choice we
make and be strong in it. Happiness and fulfillment are
the rewards for knowing our true needs and genuinely
struggling to achieve them.

We do live in tough times, with multiple identities being
thrown at us amidst tremendous peer pressure
influencing each step. Being clueless of self in such
times is a freefall to
tragedy. And most self-

improvement books
essentially focus on this
concept of self-
realization and

prioritizing our lives. The
process is made a step
easier for us Christians.
And communities such
as the Perumbakkam congregation, through its various
activities keeps beckoning us to rightfully seek an
answer to the original question and plan our whole life
around it: Who we really are?




Fr Stan Swamy
(1937-2021)
A life for the land rights of

Adivasi and Dalit Communities

Forever Remembered. RIP

KIDS CORNER (Theme: Holy Grail)
Entries of September Drawing Competition

Alina Maria Paul (Class V) Shawn Rijo (Class V) Nishita Ann Abraham (Class )
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KIDS CORNER

Guess the right word from the jumbled

1) "They offered him niwe mixed with myrrh, but he
did not take it." (Mark 15:23)

2) "Ye cannot drink the cup of the dorlL, and the cup
of silved ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table,
and of the table of devils." (1 Corinthians 10:21)

3) "Then he took a cup, and when he had given

thanks, he gave it to them saying, 'Drink from it, all
of you. This is my odolb of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
(Matthew 26:27-28.)

4) "My chcealiyou will indeed drink, but to sit at my
right and at my left, this is not mine to give but is
for those for whom it has been prepared by my
father." (Mathew 20:22-24)

5) “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish,
but inside they are full of bbryero and elfs-
dulcegenin." (Matthew 23:25)

Match the Bible character to the story from the options provided

1) He is a shepherd who used a slingshot to stop a
giant.

2) He builds a huge boat.

3) He delivered the Ten Commandments from God
4) She is the mother of Jesus.

5) They are thrown into a fiery furnace.

)
)
)
6) He is Esau’s twin brother.
7) He walks on water

8) He is swallowed by a great fish.

9) She talks to snake

10) He is a kind known for his wisdom.
(A.Mary E. Eve I Solomon

B. Noah F. Jesus J.3 Hebrew Boys)
C. Jacob G. David

D. Jonah H. Moses
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ALUMINI VOICE

“The eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man the things which God
hath prepared for them that Ilove Him”
(1Corinthians 2:9)

Greetings to all my beloved friends and family in
the name of Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

When | remember the ways of the Lord, how can |
not glorify Him. From modest beginnings to being a
mighty people; the Lord leads those who wait upon
Him, as He has done to His servants Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and the people of Israel.

It is with humility that | recollect my days at St.
Gregorios church at Perungudi. | had just joined
[.I.T. Madras for my masters in 2011. Being a
humble altar servant before the sanctuary of our
Lord, | felt a compulsion within me to attend church
every Sunday, as this was the only joy in my life. |
was a part of the St. Thomas church at Anna Nagar
during the first three months of my stay at Chennai.
During the latter half of 2011 a new congregation
was instituted at Perungudi. This was a blessing for
me as well as many families and youngsters in the
southeastern part of Chennai.

| remember the days when | used to cycle from IIT
Madras to the YMCA badminton court at Perungudi,
which had to be converted to a church during the
initial phase of the congregation. A group of ‘young
boys’ (well this includes some uncles as well)
including myself would be there cleaning and
working hard for over an hour to set up the altar
before we began our worship at 7AM. This was a
blessing the Lord had given me, as | was able to
reminisce my childhood days at St. Mary’s Jacobite
Simhasana Cathedral, Sharjah, where my dad and |
used to work in the same manner to set up the altar
prior to worship.

| recollect the spirit and fervor of the youth of the
church, who were instrumental in creating a bond
of love between the younger and older generation.
We were a huge family led by the Holy Spirit. As it is
written in the Acts 2:44-47, “All the believers were
together and had everything in common...They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying
the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to
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their number daily those who were being saved”. It
was a great blessing for us to enlighten our spirit
when we learned the words of God through our
youth meetings and discussions. | was also
blessed to be a teacher of the Sunday school and a
member of the former choir of this church. The
Lord has also strengthened me to bring many other
students like me from IIT Madras to His Holy
temple in those days.

The spiritual guidance of all our beloved priests
beginning with Fr. Johns Koshy and the wise
leadership of our bishop, His Eminence Mor
Osthatheos lIsaac were pivotal in the efforts to
realize a permanent church at Perumbakkam. Ever
since its conception till this day, the Lord continues
to uphold us. Even in the darkest of hours and
toughest of times, His strength will lead us. We
only need to trust in the Lord as an infant trusts its
parent.

Though | had to leave Chennai after course
completion in 2013, | still maintain a strong
relationship with all members and remember each
and every one of them in my daily prayers. Currently
| am working as an Avionics Scientist at VSSC,
ISRO in Trivandrum. The Lord has united me with Dr.
Leeba, a gynecologist, who is currently working at
KIMS, Trivandrum, to be my life partner. He has
blessed us with two little angels-Elizabeth and
Mariam.

This is just my story. The Lord has not just blessed
me but all those who were with me in Chennai.
Everybody will have more to say on the ways in
which the Lord has led them. All this is not by my
might or my will, but by His grace.

Hoping to see you all. May the blessed Holy Trinity
be with us all and our families through the
intercession of St. Mary and St. Gregorios, our saint.
Remembering you all in prayers.

Noel Philip
Valiyakalayil




MEMORIALS

In loving memory of

K. K. THOMAS
Retd. Journalist & Founder Member
of our Church

Kizhakkedathu House, Vadavucodu, Kerala

“Your love will light our way ,
Your memory will forever be with us”

Deeply mourned by :

Sorrowing Family & Perumbakkam Church Members

In loving memory of

FRG A% a¥y Yookt
N o N8 TAE TN (Bfran 2y

M. C. THOMAS & KUNJAMMA THOMAS
MANNAKUZHIYIL

“As long as we live, they too will live;
for they are now are a part of us;
as we remember them”

Deeply mourned by :
Children, Grand Children & Great Grand Children

In loving memory of

NMJACOB
Retd. GM, Incab Industries, Pune

Nambiath House, North Paravur, Kerala

“Your life was a blessing,
your memory a treasure. You are loved
beyond words and missed beyond measure.”

Deeply mourned by :
Mrs. Elizabeth Jacob (Wife), Mr. Mathew Jacob (Son),
Mrs. Anila Chandy (Daughter-in-law), Josh & Jiana (Grand children)
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For advertisements on
birthdays, wedding
anniversaries, memorials,
business ventures etc.., kindly
contact 9790680397




CLASSIFIEDS

Best compliments from.....

CARPET INDIAN SERVICES

New # 18 (10), Jayammal Street, Teynampet, Chennai - 600 018.
Ph : 044 - 4862 0078, 2436 1266, 9841560078
E-mail : jacobcis@yahoo.co.in Website : www.carpetindianservices.in
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® Housekeeping Contractors ® Carpet Cleaning & Maintenance
Sofa, Chair & Car Upholstery Shampoo Cleaning
* Sofa Upholstery Works |/ Chair Repairs
* Vinyl/Mosaic/Marble - Cleaning / Polishing
* Vertical Blinds - Cleaning | Servicing
® Spring Cleaning of Residences | Bunglows
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Chef Axel’s congratulates :
the team of
Gregorian Acta on the
publication of their first
edition.

Try our:
- CUTLETS
- PASTAS

Chef Axel’s is a home cooking based
- PANNA COTTAS catering business located along the ECR in
-FUDGY BROWNIE Neelankarai, Chennai.
Dn::v:rr;;inraezzest, Chef Axel specialises in Continental, Pastries, Patisseries
_ SYRIAN BEEF i:RY and Charcuterie. A follower of the ideas of Cucina Povera,
he tries to make food simple, fresh, healthy and 1
- CH IEEIE:LI;.LSEEEI::\?HU delicious with ‘flavours you just cannot resist’,

- COORG PORK FRY

: group and follow us en
1 to get a chance to win a free dish!

@chefaxels (O or Q 7411113927 / 7259616262
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THE GREGORIAN ACTA TEAM

Advisory Board

Fr. Basil Abraham
Mr. Ranjit Paul
Mr. Thomas Jacob

Dr. Ribu Cherian

Editorial Board
Mr. Rebu Zachariah Thoms
Mrs. Jitha Varghese
Mr. Febin Cherian Korah
Mr. Manu K. Paulose
Ms. Alina Susan George
Ms. Maria Thomas

Master Alvin George Paul

Kindly send your valuable feedbacks to:

9789979661 / 9790680397
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